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ASIA WATCH DISCLOSES STATE DEPARTMENT PRISONER LIST 
The human rights organization Aeio Watoh today 
charged thet the Bush administration's much- touted 
"breakthrough" last December in establishing a dialogue 
with the Chinese government on human right© issue* had 
failed to produce any results. The Chinese have 
successfully stalled for the last oix months on 
responding to a hitherto undisclosed State Department 
request for information on over 800 political prieoners. 
The charges were made on a visit by Secretary James Baker 
to China in mid-November was under discussion in 
Washington; Beijing is vary eager that such a high-level 
and public meeting tnkn place. 

Asia Watch sold that the State Department hod 
prepared a list of over 800 names of people it believed 
to be detained or under acme 'form of surveillance for 
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Chinese government again end received a few St/SSi 
Belling has provided no Information on individual^ and the vaet 
majori?y of those named on the Mey Hat remain In prison. 

any of the others on that May list. 

The Ust of mora than 800 prisoners whl*^-^* J* SJSniS 
flawed but nevorthelese <»»*«l™ J*" ffi SI 
pro-democracy. Tibetan, and religious ^^"^J^ogo, Assistant 
Submitted to the Chinese government. ^ December 

Secretary of State Richard Schifter presented a list ot 1SU ne ee 
luring his talks in China that -«e hailed . « ^ *•> ch ange ^ 
Chinos* willingness to *l«uM ^"^ouS? We gave quiet diplomacy 
State Department ^^%{{l° £ J^y ihe Chinese have used the 
a chance to work. " • *»" e °„Y*^ . d ialc<juo ' on human rights to 
threat of cutting off 8 "° 7 ^t^inn into silence on political 
blackmail the Bush administration Into silence « v 

prisoners," said Jones. 

s:ir o ^riti«i or religious v^. ^. ^Vwt.srsi:;i 

re^Chin^ commitment toward 

releasing those on the list. 

^, . +-v>o i^r was first submitted, some 10 

information about hitherto "hknowr. priso ners doctor 
example, according to Asia Watch, ea in Decembe^ -1990 to 13 years 
Jampa Ngodrop, 45, who was »« n ^nced in Decenwe in;)urea during 
In prison for collecting names o. peopl« ^ and passing them 

^« ^^^«^r?^t\i, arrest and trial 
only reached the U.S. In August 1991. 

-« the stat« Department is serious obout addressing human 



rights issues, it must makG individual cases a permanent: and very 
visible pdrt of every bilateral discussion, and it must keep 
submitting lists, over and ovar and over until the people on those 
liote ore free, " said Jones. 

Among the better known dtasentere on the list submitted to 
China lest May who remain in prison are the Democracy Wall 
activists Wei Jingsheng, Xu Wonli and Ren VJanding; 1989 pro- 
democraoy activists Liu Gang, Wang Don and Boo Zunxin; former 
adviser to deposed Coramuniet Party Secretary General Bao Tong; 
Tibetan monk Yulo Dawa Tsering and Catholic Bishop Casimir Wang 
Milu of Oansu province. 

Asia Watch was founded in 1985 to monitor end promote 
internationally recognized human rights in Asia. The Chair is Jock 
Greenberg and the -Vice Cheiro are Harriot Rabb and Orville Schell. 



Asia Watch ia o port of Human Rights Watch, which also 
includes Africa Watch, Americas Watch, Helsinki Watch, Middle East 
Watch and the Fund for Free Expression. The Chair of Human Rights 
Watch is Robert L. Bemut«in and the vice Chair is Adrian DeWind. 
Aryeh Neier is Executive Director and Kenneth Roth is Deputy 
Director. 



